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Committees and Chairs
Annual Business Meeting 

Chair: Monica Ortiz

Fall Food for Thought
 Chair: Sylvia Avalos

Winter Social
Chairs: Wendy Cant & Nancy Hogan

Committee: Francine Jimenez, Jessica Cedillo, 
Karon De Leon

Networking Night
Chairs: Melissa Lynch & Elizabeth Bansberg

Committee: Janet Palacio, Susan Davidson, Nathalie Wilcox,
Aumee Frey, Nicole Celera

Women’s Conference
Chairs: Adrianna Hyta & Tiana Johnson

Committee: Janet Palacio, Annie Sumioka,
Ashley Thomas, Desiree Gurrola

Food for Thought
Chairs: Laura Murphy & Aisha Jemmott-Wilson

Committee: Maria "Chuy" Sandoval, Annie Sumioka,
Francine Jimenez, Nicole Celera

Awards & Installation
Chair: Marianna Peña

Committee: Jessica Cedillo, Janet Palacio, Nicole Celera,
Shayna Gutierrez, Jessal Salas, Amanda Bassett



Committees and Chairs
Student Scholarships
Chair: Annie Sumioka

Committee: Janet Palacio
 

Grant Program
Chair: Tiana Johnson

Committee: Annie Sumioka

Finance Committee
Chair: Griselda Lara

Committee:  Shayna Gutierrez, Amanda Bassett,
Claudia Torres, Shelly Myers, Wendy Cant

 Bylaws Chair  
Caitlin Cariaso

 Fundraising Committee:
Chairs: Valerie Espinoza & Ebony Perkins

On behalf of the WILS Gamma Board, we would like to
thank our 2020-2021 Event Chairs, Co-Chairs, and 
 Committees for all their support. These amazing ladies
planned, marketed and executed our amazing virtual
events and networking opportunities, checked our
budgets over for accuracy, and continued to make Gamma
grow all during a pandemic. Thank you for your numerous
hours of service to our membership.



Rookie of the Year
2020-2021 Awards

The “Rookie of the Year” award recipient is recommended
to the Awards Committee by the Board of Directors based
on her contributions during their first year of membership.
When asked what she was looking forward to most about
being a WILS member, this years recipient, Susan
Davidson said “I look forward to connecting with other
women in the field and contributing to the mission.” And
she certainly has contributed to Gamma’s mission this past
year! 

Susan Davidson

Service Award

Susan was instrumental in launching the pilot of the resources page on the
Gamma website, taking the initiative to write an article for the job seeker
resources page regarding virtual interviews. She has also served on the
Networking Night Committee. She is also commended by her former supervisor
for launching several programs that created community among senior citizens.
We can tell this new member will be an integral part of Gamma’s future!

Andi Terry Andi has been a member of Gamma for the past seven
years. During this time, she has served in a variety of
capacities, including the Food for Thought, Awards &
Installation, Networking Night, Bosses Day, Winter Social,
and Women’s Mini Conference Committees. A fellow
Gamma member describes Andi as “Dependable, a good
oral communicator, a quick learner, and someone who
can be counted on to multi-task projects to ensure they
are completed thoroughly and within the required
timeframe.”

Andi is also an active member of CPRS, serving on various committees, and
recently giving a presentation to District 10 on COVID Compliant Day Camps.
In addition, she was instrumental in helping Gamma evolve during the 2020-2021
year. In her position as Publicity Chair, she added her creative touch to the
Gamma Gram, website, and social media accounts, and even implemented more
accessible ways for members to register and pay for memberships. 



Her Women’s Conference Co-Chair, Adrianna Hyta stated, “This member and I  
 co-chaired the Women’s Conference event, not sure what we were getting into
but that didn’t scare her. She showed up ready to problem solve, innovate, and
put Gamma’s best foot forward in hosting our first ever all-virtual event. She is
extremely dedicated and giving of her time. Without her willingness to step in
when others had to step back the event would not have gone off without a hitch
like it did. She was a pleasure to work with and I look forward to seeing her in
action for many years to come.”

2020-2021 Awards

Tiana Johnson

Service Award
Desiree Gurrola

Service Award
Tiana has been a Gamma member since 2018, previously serving
on the Networking Night and Scholarship Committees. This year
she served Gamma in several capacities, chairing the Grants
Committee and co-chairing the Women’s Conference. As the
Grants Committee Chair, she was very proactive in ensuring the
documents were clear and up to date. She also created a flyer to
increase marketing efforts. She was communicative and
ensured grant applications were given to the Board in a timely
manner.

Desiree has been a member since 2015. Previously, she has
been involved in multiple committees, including the Holiday
Breakfast and Winter Social committees.  Most recently, she
took on the position of Director of Committees. One fellow
board member Amanda Bassett stated, “She navigated all of
our events on a virtual platform.  It was a lot of work for her
to complete outside of a traditional year in her role and
position. She was also training everyone on Zoom and
monitoring it all. She did an amazing job keeping on top of

everything and I feel her service should be celebrated as she helped Gamma
navigate these uncharted waters.” Another member stated that she received
mentorship from her as they worked together on the Women’s Conference.
Working on the Awards Committee, she was the first person to step up to
volunteer for tasks and exhibited attention to detail and forethought in preparing
for the award presentations. Her service is appreciated and we look forward to
seeing Desiree continue to serve Gamma!



President's Award
Desiree Gurrola

2020-2021 Awards

Since the very beginning this Gamma Gal has gone above
and beyond to serve our members. Desiree is someone who
jumps in and helps whenever assistance is needed. She has
given 110% to one of the hardest Board of Director’s role. 
 Taking on the role of Director of Committees isn’t easy,
especially after just having a new baby while navigating our
new normal of work and virtual Gamma events all during a
pandemic. However this didn’t stop her from making sure
her committee chairs understood their expectations,  made 
herself available to answer questions and was always happy to offer assistance to
any event. Gamma President, Shayna Gutierrez is thrilled to announce Desiree
Gurrola as the 2021 Presidents Award Recipient.  



Student Scholarships

Jessica starts at California State University of Long
Beach in the fall, where she will pursue her bachelor’s
degree in Sports Psychology and Leadership. Jessica
is a first generation college student and will be the
first in her family to obtain a bachelor’s degree. In
addition to her studies, Jessica currently works for her
hometown of Costa Mesa. Jessica started as a
Recreation Leader II in 2017 for the City of Costa Mesa
and has been promoted three times in the past four
years, most recently accepting a position as a
Recreation Specialist. 

Jessica Ochoa

Gamma Scholarship Recipient
*Sponsored by Valarie Frost

Jessica played a crucial role in planning and assisting in running youth
programming for the City of Costa Mesa, a program that parents were brimming
with anticipation to return after the pandemic closures. 
In addition to working for the City of Costa Mesa, Jessica also works as a student
assistant for Long Beach City College in science labs. Jessica played a vital part
in assuring that labs could continue during the pandemic, by helping enforce
COVID-19 protocols during the students’ lab work.
This scholarship will help assist Jessica in covering the cost for school supplies
and the cost of attendance and get her a step closer to her goal to work
professionally in the field of sports. She is looking forward to being involved in
an organization with such an immense support system for women in all levels of
leadership and hopes to learn as much as she can from the amazing women in
Women in Leisure Services.



Student Scholarships

Susan Cox is currently a part time student at the
University of California Los Angeles where she is
pursuing her Management Certificate in Human
Resources. Sue began her career in sales and
flourished in sales for three decades, even owning her
own book fair company! Three years ago, Sue was
looking for a career change that helped her give back
to her community and fell in love with the Parks &
Recreation field. Since then, she has climbed through
the ranks into the position she holds today as a
Recreation Specialist for the City of Rancho Palos
Verdes. 

Susan Cox
Past President Scholarship Recipient

Sue originally earned her bachelor’s degree from the University of Rochester,
New York but wanted to further her education to give her a new prospective on
her new career in Parks & Recreation. Sue believes that a Human Resources view
on Parks and Recreation could help her to make influential changes to the Parks
& Recreation field. Sue is a new member of WILS this year and took advantage of
her membership to attend Gamma’s first virtual women’s conference. Sue
remarked at how inspiring and relatable the speakers were at the women’s
conference and looks forward for the opportunity to attending more events like
the conference. This scholarship will help Sue in reaching her goal of furthering
her education to help make an impact in the Parks & Recreation field.



Student Scholarships

Elena Martinez
Dolores Thompson Scholarship Recipient

Elena Martinez is currently pursuing her bachelor’s
degree in public administration at the University of La
Verne. In addition to being a full time student, Elena is
also a Senior Community Services Leader for the City
of Costa Mesa and a Recreation Coordinator for the
City of Lake Forest. Elena played a crucial support role
for the City of Costa Mesa’s Management Analyst and
Office Specialist in assisting them with their duties
during the pandemic. As Orange County began
opening up their doors to their communities once
again, Elena continued to provide support to the City
of Costa Mesa while she helped opened the
Community Centers down in Lake Forest. 

Elena will utilize this scholarship to help her achieve her bachelor’s degree
without the worry over tuition and bring her closer to her goal of becoming a
Parks & Recreation Director someday. Elena looks forward to being involved in
an organization that offers workshops and conferences that encourages
networking and fosters growth. Even though Elena was not a member of
Women’s in Leisure Services this year, she had the opportunity to attend the
first virtual women’s conference and exclaimed how inspired she felt from the
speakers to further her career in Parks and Recreation.



Corporate Sponsors
Thank you!

2020-2021

Thank you to our
2020-2021 Corporate Sponsors

The benefits provided by Gamma’s sponsors are endless!
Gamma Sponsors provide valuable funds which make it
possible to deliver quality programs, scholarships, and more, all
while providing resources for Gamma members and their
agencies. Sponsors, thank you for your contribution this year,
we appreciate you immensely! 



Presidential Message
From Shayna Gutierrez

2020-2021 Outgoing

I can't believe my year as Gamma President is
coming to an end.  This year is something that I
know I and everyone in attendance can say they
will never forget. I'd first like to start with a huge
thank you to the 20/21 membership for sticking
with us as we navigated ourselves through COVID.
As I stated in my incoming presidential message,
we had our work cut out for us.  With all the
punches and changes that came our way, we
continued to offer our members training and
workshops free of charge via everyone's new best
friend, ZOOM. 

To all of this year's committee chairs, thank you for your creativity, time,
and dedication. With your help, Gamma hosted six fun and engaging
virtual events.  These events included the Annual Business Meeting, Food
For Thoughts, Networking Night, Winter Social, the first and hopefully
annual Women's Virtual Conference, and our first in-person event of the
year, tonight's Awards & Installation Banquet.
 
With these crazy times, we are dealing with our membership, stood
strong, and made this year's donations to student scholarship one of the
biggest yet. As we know, one of the most important parts of WILS is
giving back to our members, whether they are starting on in the field or
moving up the ladder.  With the generous donations from our Life
Members, Past Presidents, and current members, we can continue to
offer student scholarship recipients more funds to help offset their
students' loans.     

Continues on next page...



Presidential Message
From Shayna Gutierrez

2020-2021 Outgoing

Lastly, I want to send a HUGE thank you to the fantastic 2020/2021 Board
of Directors that I now call my friends. This year all of our Board
meetings were held via Zoom. We knew coming in; there were going to
be changed to fit the new normal.
 
This Board helped make it happen by making payments, whether it was
for membership renewals or donations, available online. We worked hard
to reach out to our membership through social media, Gamma Grams,
and WILS Wednesdays.  This Board showed their talents and creativity to
every meeting and event.  I know how hard it is to give it your all,
especially during a pandemic. These ladies showed me with hard work,
and dedication we can do the impossible of providing resources for
personal, academic, and professional growth. To the 2020/2021 Board,
thank you for the smiles, laughter, ideas, and passion. It is has been a
true pleasure working with you. This experience is something I will
cherish always.

I wish the most success to the 2021/2022 Board of Directors; I cannot wait
to see what Marianna and the Board have in store for our members. 

Thank you,

Shayna Gutierrez
2020-2021 Gamma President
Women in Leisure Services



Event Memories
2020-2021
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Board of Directors
2021-2022 Incoming

Marianna Peña
President

Desiree Gurrola
President-Elect

Tiana Johnson
Vice President

Amanda Bassett
Director of Finance

Jessica Cardenas
Secretary

Andi Terry
Director of Publicity

Maria "Chuy" Sandoval
Director of Committees

Ashley Thomas
National Delegate



Dear Gamma Gals, 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve
as your 2021-2022 President.  On August 12, we held
our first in person event, The Awards and
Installation Banquet! Thank you to the Awards
Installation Committee: Francine Jimenez, Nicole
Celera, Maria “Chuy” Sandoval, Jessica Cedillo, and
Janet Palacio for planning a wonderful event.        
 It was a great evening honoring our
outgoing/incoming board members, scholarship
and award recipients, and our wonderful sponsors.
It was great putting faces to names and actually                                        

Presidential Message
From Marianna Peña

2021-2022 Incoming

seeing people in person as opposed to a computer screen.  A special
thank you to lifetime member Karon Deleon for joining us! 

The quote I have chosen for this year is, ”Grow through what you go
through.”- Unknown.  In 2020, many of us had to wear multiple hats due
to limited staffing, switch to essential services while strategizing on ways
to provide recreation to our communities, while dealing with our own
and staff’s feelings and fears caused by the pandemic. As we continue to
navigate through our new normal, I encourage you all to reflect on how
resilient you  are and how far we have all come!  Continue to accept
challenges and see them as an opportunity to grow, be comfortable with
being uncomfortable, be intentional with your day,  take time for yourself
to connect with your inner circle, and take time to relax!  Your 2021-2022
Gamma Board is ready to learn more about the needs of our chapter and
continue to offer educational and networking opportunities to help our
personal and professional growth, and refresh us from the daily hustle
and bustle.  

Continues on next page...



I hope you can join us for the Annual Business (ABM) Meeting on
Thursday, October 21 at 12 p.m. We are keeping a pulse on State and
County guidance for in-person gatherings, and our goal is to host this
event in person.  The ABM committee is ready to switch this event to a
virtual meeting if needed, and we are looking into streaming the
meeting for those who cannot attend in person.  We are reviewing the
2021-2022 budget and event dates and will have a special speaker.  The
2021 ABM will be a great event, and I hope to see you there. Also, please
save the date for Fall Food for Thought on Thursday, November 18. I look
forward to connecting and growing with you. 

Sincerely, 

Marianna Peña
2021-2022 Gamma President
Women in Leisure Services

Presidential Message
From Marianna Peña

2021-2022 Incoming



Food forThought
The June Food for Thought event was
cancelled, however we could all use some
stress relieving tips. Be sure to visit our website
at wils-gamma.com/jobs-735982-563813.html
to view yoga instructor, Chelsea Cano’s video.
She shares some great techniques for            
 de-stressing and stretching which can be done
at your desk.

Women's Conference
Gamma Events Recap

Our first ever WILS Women's Conference was a great success!
Special thank you and shout out the event committee for
putting the event together! Thank you to our event partners,
sponsors, fantastic guest speakers and everyone who attended.
The event included eight virtual sessions throughout the
month of May. On average there were 68 attendees with 102
attendees at the highest. 

https://www.wils-gamma.com/jobs-735982-563813.html


Happy Birthday
Gamma News

Pearl Raya
Valarie Frost
Sarah Gorgano
Susan Jones
Lisa Litzinger
Nettie Nielsen
Kaylie Kontaratos
Valerie Espinoza
Catherine Schad
Nancy Beard

8/6
8/13
8/15
8/15
8/15
8/19
8/24
8/27
8/28
8/28

Nancy Perla Garcia
Nancy Matthews
Andi Terry
Jessica Ochoa
Roberta White
Jocelyn Uribe
Courtney Wysocki
Jessal Salas
Marjorie McDonald
Stephanie Gallegos
Annie Sumioka
Susan Leto
Janet Grabowski
Wendy Cant

9/4
9/8
9/14
9/15
9/15
9/16
9/16
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/22
9/24
9/28
9/29

August
September

October
Eileen De Leon
Ashley Gonzalez
Noemi Lopez
Heather Sayers
Susan Cox
Shayna Gutierrez
Danielle Borenstein
Michelle Pritchard
Elta Braga
Karen Plantz
Bonnie Kehoe
Lois DeLano
Kitty Rudometkin

10/2
10/10
10/10
10/16
10/17
10/17
10/21
10/25
10/26
10/26
10/27
10/30
10/31



Gamma News

Names in the News

Congratulations to
Shayna Gutierrez on
her new position as

Recreation Supervisor
for the City of Cypress!

Congratulations to
Jessica Cardenas on 

her promotion to
Sr. Community Services

Leader with the
City of Mission Viejo!
Jessica also recently
accepted a full time
positions as Member

Services Administrator
for First Service
Residential in 
Ladera Ranch! 

Congratulations to
Tiana Johnson on

her new position as
Assistant Recreation

Supervisor for the 
City of Costa Mesa!

Congratulations to
Jessica Cedillo on

her new position as 
 Recreation Specialist for
the City of Garden Grove!

Congratulations to
Lauren Parga on

her new position as
Recreation Coordinator
for the City of Palmdale!

Congratulations to
Joanna Contreras on
her new position as 

 Recreation Supervisor for
the City of Los Alamitos!

Congratulations to
Kaylie Kontaratos on
her new position as

Recreation Specialist
Supervisor for the 

City of Huntington Beach!



Stay Connected
WILS National Website

womeninleisureservices.com
Gamma Instagram

@wils_gamma

Gamma LinkedIn
l inkedin.com/company/wils-women-in-leisure-services

Gamma Facebook
facebook.com/WomenInLeisureServicesGammaChapter

Gamma Website
wils-gamma.com

http://www.womeninleisureservices.com/
https://www.instagram.com/wils_gamma/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/18124244/admin/
https://www.facebook.com/WomenInLeisureServicesGammaChapter/
http://www.wils-gamma.com/

