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Gamma 
Dear Gamma Gals,  
 
Pumpkin picking, pie baking, trick-or-treating, cookie making and caramel apple eating!  
Hello fall! 
 

Join the fall spirit by ‘falling’ into a committee role! That’s right, there is still time to join an 
event committee. For more information or to join an event team, contact Amanda Bassett at 
abassett@cityofmissionviejo.org. I highly encourage you to step outside of your comfort 
zone and join the fun!  “Everything you’ve ever wanted is one step outside your comfort 
zone.” 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Annual Business Meeting; and a special thanks to 
the event chairs, Shayna Gutierrez and Lauren Parga from the City of Cypress, for planning 
a great event! The meeting was kicked off with an awesome presentation by Irma Ramirez,   
Special Events Director for Segerstrom Center for the Arts, titled, “Special Events –What’s 
So Special About ‘Em?” Members ate a delicious lunch, and the meeting concluded with 
Gamma business. Kudos to Griselda Lara, Gamma’s Director of Finance, for preparing and 
presenting the 2019-2020 budget.  
 

The Fall Food for Thought was held on Thursday, October 17 at the NEW and STUNNING 
City of Costa Mesa Donald Dungan Library! The City of Costa Mesa’s Assistant City       
Manager, Justin Martin, presented “Capital Improvement Projects: Make them Work for 
You.” The presentation concluded with an educational tour of the library. Thanks to the 
event chairs, Yvette Aguilar and Jessal Salas, for planning a fresh and memorable training! 
 

Lastly, mark your calendars for the WILS/MILS Education Winter Workshop on Thursday, 
November 14 at the Garden Grove Community Center! This event is also open to non-
members! Happy fall ya’ll! 
 
Your 2019-2020 Gamma President,  
 

Ashley Thomas “Alone we can do so little, but together we can do so much.” 
- Helen Keller 

mailto:abassett@cityofmissionviejo.org


Connect with Gamma 

2019-2020 Gamma Chapter Board of Directors 

2019-2020 National Board of Directors 

 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 

President 
Christy McBride 
City of El Cajon 
619-441-1534 
cmcbride@cityofelcajon.us 
 
Vice President 
Ashley Wysocki 
City of Rancho Cucamonga 
909-477-2760 ext. 2110 
Ashley.wysocki@cityofrc.us 
 

Treasurer 
Adrianna Hyta 
City of Cypress 
714-229-6787 

ahyta@cypressca.org 
 
Secretary 
Bobbi Nance 
Recreation Results LLC 
708-620-7448 
bobbi@recreationresults.com 

Past President 
Julie Alon 
City of El Cajon 
619-441-1540 
jalon@cityofelcajon.us 

Congratulations to the new 2019-2020 National Board of Directors! 

 
 

Director of Finance 
Griselda Lara 
City of Chino 
909-334-3481 
glara@cityofchino.org 
 
Director of Publicity 
Caitlin Cariaso 
City of Lakewood 
562-866-9771 ext. 2418 
ccariaso@lakewoodcity.org 
 
Secretary 
Nancy Hitt 
City of Lakewood 
562-866-9771 ext. 2404 
nhitt@lakewoodcity.org 

President 
 Ashley Thomas 
 City of Costa Mesa 
 714-754-5052 
 ashley.thomas@costamesaca.gov 
 
President - Elect 

 Shayna Gutierrez 
 City of Cypress 
 714-229-6662 
 sgutierrez@cypressca.org 
 
 Vice President 
Monica Ortiz 
City of Downey 
562-904-7227 
mortiz@downeyca.org 

Director of Committees 
Amanda Bassett 
City of Mission Viejo 
949-859-4348 ext. 5722 
abassett@cityofmissionviejo.org 
 
National Delegate 
Ashley Wysocki 
City of Rancho Cucamonga 
909-477-2760 ext. 2110 
ashley.wysocki@cityofrc.us 

WILS National Website 
womeninleisureservices.com 

Gamma Facebook 
facebook.com/WomenInLeisureServicesGammaChapter 

Gamma LinkedIn 
linkedin.com/company/wils-women-in-leisure-services 

Gamma Website 
wils-gamma.com 

Gamma Instagram 
@wils_gamma 

mailto:bobbi@recreationresults.com
mailto:vtaylor@yorba-linda.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wils-women-in-leisure-services/


National News 
   National Membership Meeting & Board Meeting Information 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Fall National 
General Membership Meeting, and Zeta’s Bosses Day 
Brunch on Tuesday, October 1 
at the Ronald Regan  
Community Center in El Cajon. 
The 2019-2020 National Board 
was installed by Gamma’s own 
Lydie Gutfeld, and our new  
National President, Christy 

McBride from the City of El Cajon and Delta Chapter, spoke 
about her presidential goals for the upcoming year, reminding 
us to embody the spirit of WILS and to empower and lift up all 
of the women around us! We also had the opportunity to  
surprise Lydie Gutfeld with her Helen I. Pontius National Merit 
Award!  It was a wonderful opportunity to showcase the value 
WILS brings to the profession as Delta also recognized their 
Bosses.  Lastly, Bobbi Nance spoke on the value of the  
customer experience, giving everyone in attendance tangible tools to walk away with.   

The Fall National Board Meeting was hosted by Delta in El Cajon on September 30.  
Your 2019-2020 National Board spent the day reviewing the National Policy manual, 
approving the National Bylaws and conducting a series of conversations about how 

National can be a resource to the local chapters, work to garner new chapter  
interest, and continue to progress the field of leisure services.  The conversations  

culminated in identifying the need to develop a strategic plan for WILS National. The 
Spring National Board meeting will take place in Gamma’s territory in April 2020. This 

is a very motivated group of women, and we look forward to working hard for our 
membership over the next year!   



National News 
   Helen I. Pontius National Award - Lydie Gutfeld 

Eighty three years ago Helen I. Pontius and the founders of Women In Leisure Services (Chi  
Kappa Rho) had a vision, an idea to bring professional women together in the field of Recreation.    
Alpha was the first chapter formed in 1936 serving the Los Angeles area. Gamma was formed in 
1959, Delta in 1967, Zeta in 1970 and Chi in 2015. WILS has a long history and grand tradition. 
  

Lydie Gutfeld has been in the leisure services           
profession for 27 years and a WILS member for the 
past 13 years. She holds her master’s degree in Public 
Administration. She has served as a WILS committee 
member and chaired a variety of committees. She’s 
served her chapter for 8 years, as Treasurer, the  
Presidential Series, and twice as National Delegate. 
She has chaired the National Social committee, 
and served on the national board for 4 years. She’s  
implemented new practices at both the chapter and  
national levels, including developing the WILS  

connection advisory group, 
producing a chapter social media policy manual and a fundraising style 
guide, better organized national’s finances, and implemented  
corporate scholarships. She’s a favorite featured speaker at  
conferences and workshops, both within WILS and at the regional and 
state level, presenting an astounding total of 23 times. She has  
co-authored 2 articles that have appeared in the CPRS magazine, one 
about special needs adaptive programming.  Her contributions to our  
profession include serving on the CPRS Legislative Committee for the 
past 3 years, the CPRS Conference and Bylaws Committees, and 

chaired the Nominations & Elections and Aging Section Scholarship committees. She has held 9 
positions on the CPRS Board of Directors for the last 8 years. Yes, in one year, she actually 
held 2 positions…She’s currently serving as the President of the California Parks and Recreation 
Society.  
 

She serves her community as well: 15 years as a Cheer Coach 
for Pop Warner, and chairing 4 elementary school Jog-a-thons where 
her 3 kids attended. I have to say though, that of all of her many  
accomplishments, I personally was most impressed with one of her 
Letters of Support from her best friend – a fellow recreation  
professional who incidentally has been her husband of 10 years. 
Marc used words such as utmost class and respect, shares her    
creativity, incredible woman, hard worker, dedicated, her charisma, 
charm, wittiness, and infectious personality, and of course, my       
favorite statement is “She has a tireless passion to serve and help 
others and serving is not something she does, it is who she is.”  
 

Lydie Gutfeld, it is with the most utmost respect and admiration from 
WILS, to recognize you as the 2019 Helen I. Pontius Award  
recipient. CONGRATULATIONS! 



Gamma Events 
   2019-2020 Gamma Event Schedule 

Get Involved and Join a Committee! 
 

If you would like to serve on an event committee, please contact  
Committee Coordinator, Amanda Bassett at abassett@cityofmissionviejo.org. 



Gamma Events 
   Annual Business Meeting - Recap 

Thank you to everyone who attended the 2019 Annual Business Meeting on Thursday, 
August 15 at the Country Gardens Caterers venue in Santa Ana. The thirty-six Gamma 

members and sponsors in attendance enjoyed a presentation from Special Events  
Director with Segerstrom Center of the Arts, Irma Ramirez, titled “Special Events—What’s 

So Special About ‘Em.”  The 2019-2020 Gamma Board was introduced, the Gamma  
budget was approved, the chapter goals were reviewed, and new members were  

welcomed. Thank you to all the ladies that participated in the 50/50 raffle! Money raised 
from the 50/50 goes directly to the Gamma Scholarship Fund. 



Gamma Events 
   Fall Food for Thought - Recap 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Food for Thought on Thursday,  
October 17 in the City of Costa Mesa at the beautiful new Donald Dungan Library. 
Speaker Justin Martin gave a wonderful and informative presentation on “Capital 
Improvement Projects: Making them Work for You.” Gamma members then got a 
full tour of the spectacular new library and beautifully landscaped grounds. Make 

sure you catch the next Food for Thought coming up in the spring! 



Gamma Events 
   Winter Education Workshop 



Gamma News 

January Birthdays 

Jana Ransom    1/3 
Morgan Gonzalez    1/3 
Hannah Tamaddon  1/15 
Marsha Coolidge    1/15 
Nancy Hitt     1/16 
Kassy Riggle    1/22 
June Anderson    1/25 
Barbara Anderson    1/27 
Lisa Tom     1/31 

November Birthdays 

Graciela Gonzales     11/1 
Lauren Parga     11/4 
Theresa Bruns     11/6 
Tianna Johnson     11/8 
Earleen Chandler     11/12 
Ann Brandt      11/19 
Helen Cummings     11/22 
Cecily Renteria     11/22 
Jan Hobson      11/24 
Claudia Torres     11/24 
Deanna Manning     11/25 

December Birthdays 

Allison Brammer  12/3 
Karyn Piedad  12/4 
Ryan Morais  12/4 
Linda Divino   12/5 
Susan Hunt   12/10 
Donna Georgino  12/11 
Desiree Gurrola  12/14 
Nancy Hogan  12/17 
Kimberly Powell-Albarian 12/18 
Yvette Aguilar  12/19 
Janet Cates   12/27 
Janet Martell  12/28 
Laura Murphy  12/29 

   Gamma Birthdays 

If you have exciting news you would like to share with the  
Gamma Chapter, email Caitlin Cariaso at ccariaso@lakewoodcity.org 

   WILS Presence at SCMAF Institute 

Thank you to Gamma members 
Monica Ortiz and Susan Peebles 
for promoting Gamma at the 
SCMAF Institute on Thursday,  
October 3 in Carson. We were able 
to promote new membership, the 
grant program and upcoming  
Gamma events! 
 
One of the presidential goals this 
year is to partake in vendor booth 
opportunities within Gamma  
boundaries, and we are off to a 
great start! 



Gamma News 

   Grant Program 

   New Gamma Website Launched 

Check out our new look! 

Visit WILS-Gamma.com 
Gamma has a brand new website!  After multiple problems with the old site’s functionality, 
the board decided to move forward with creating a more user-friendly website. 
  
The new website is now being run through a company called Weebly. The benefits of 
switching to a new website include ease of design updates and changes, web security, and  
mobile compatibility. 

  

Members, remember to use the website as a resource for upcoming events,  
sponsor information, scholarships/grants and much more! 



Gamma News 

   New Gamma Gal 
    Lisa Tom, Community Services Program Coordinator - City of Irvine 

What made you decide to go into the field of Recreation or Leisure Services? 
I started as a volunteer at the Lakewood Youth Center in 7th and 8th grade and realized I 
had a passion for working in the community. I applied for a position as Recreation Leader II 
during college.  Over time as I started growing in the field, I decided to pursue Recreation 
and Community Services as a career.  I meet amazing     
people every day doing what I do, from the people I work with 
to the residents I serve.  
 

If you could have any superpower, what would it be?  
Speed 
 

What is your hidden talent?  
Painting and putting puzzles together. 
 

What is one word that describes you?  
Motivated 
 

What are you looking forward to as a new WILS member? 
I am looking forward to networking and meeting new people 
in the field.  

   New Gamma Gal 
    Francesca Sciamanna, Administrative Specialist - City of Bell 

What made you decide to go into the field of Recreation or Leisure Services? 
I wanted to work in a field where I could be outside and have fun! 
 

If you could have any superpower, what would it be?  
My superpower would be to open portals so I could go  
anywhere I want at any time.  
 

What is your hidden talent?  
Crafting 
 

What is one word that describes you?  
Hardworking 
 

What are you looking forward to as a new WILS member? 
I am looking forward to learning from others, networking and 
meeting new people.  



Gamma News 

   New Gamma Gal 
    Jocelyn Uribe,  Recreation Coordinator - City of Bell 

What made you decide to go into the field of Recreation or Leisure Services? 
I started as a Recreation Leader for the City of Buena Park and fell in love with the job. I  
enjoy serving the community.  
 

If you could have any superpower, what would it be?  
Telekinesis 
 

What is your hidden talent?  
I can sit really still on an airplane. 
 

What is one word that describes you?  
Motivated 
 

What are you looking forward to as a new WILS member? 
I am looking forward to meeting other professionals in the 
field. I also look forward to the opportunity to serve on   
committees.  

   New Gamma Gal 
    Veronica Ramirez, Community Services Supervisor - City of Lakewood 

What made you decide to go into the field of Recreation or Leisure Services? 
I entered the field of recreation as a stepping stone while I was attending college. Soon after 
I realized how much I enjoyed working in recreation.  Being able to give back to the  
community through recreation has truly been one of the most rewarding feelings.  
 

If you could have any superpower, what would it be?  
The ability to shape shift. One day I would be a bird flying to 
places my legs couldn’t take me.  The next day I’d turn into a 
dolphin and go sightseeing through the ocean. 
 

What is your hidden talent?  
I don’t believe I have a hidden talent, I’m an open book! 
 

What is one word that describes you?  
Hopeful 
 

What are you looking forward to as a new WILS member? 
I hope to network more and broaden my recreation circle. I 
love to know what other cities are doing and how I can help my     
organization grow! 
 



Gamma News 

   New Gamma Gal 
    Noel Schultz, Senior Community Services Leader - City of Mission Viejo 

What made you decide to go into the field of Recreation or Leisure Services? 
I am in the field of recreation because I want to improve the coexistence between the     nat-
ural environmental and recreational usage within my community. 
 

If you could have any superpower, what would it be?  
If I could have any superpower it would be to communicate to 
any type of plant or animal. 
 

What is your hidden talent?  
I am good at scrapbooking. 
 

What is one word that describes you?  
Loyal 
 

What are you looking forward to as a new WILS member? 
I am looking forward to connecting and learning from other 
women in the recreation field. 

   New Gamma Gal 
    Madison Letterman, Recreation Leader—City of Costa Mesa  

What made you decide to go into the field of Recreation or Leisure Services? 
When I was sixteen I ended up getting hired to work as a Lifeguard for the City of Mission Viejo.  In the  
beginning, although I was a lifeguard, I was given opportunity to help lead events around the city and I was 
crossed trained to work the front desk at the Recreation Centers.  I had become fond of leading activities 
for the community, therefore I wanted to reclassify myself from Lifeguard to a Community Services Leader.  
After about another year of working in that position, I knew that I wanted to learn more and pursue  
recreation on more of a professional level.  Not only do I genuinely have 
fun with the work and field I’m pursuing professionally, but I love how it 
betters the lives of others.  
 

If you could have any superpower, what would it be?  
I’d like to be able to shape shift. 
 

What is one word that describes you?  
Ambitious 
 

What are you looking forward to as a new WILS member? 
As a new WILS member, I’m looking forward to gaining more insight 
from professional women in the field of recreation.  WILS provides a 
great example of role models and mentors for anyone wanting to pursue 
this field.  I am also looking forward to attending the meetings and  
receiving another perspective on recreation such as budget, inventory, 
new ideas, and concepts that I wouldn’t necessarily be exposed to daily 
with the current position I have.  
 



gamma sponsors Gamma Sponsors 
   Sponsor Highlight - Dave Bang Associates, Inc. 



gamma sponsors Gamma Sponsors 
   Sponsor Highlight - Coast Recreation 

Coast Recreation is Southern California’s resource for 
high quality outdoor products – representing the finest 
manufacturers in the outdoor recreation industry. 
Whether you are looking for outdoor shade systems, 
site furniture, playground equipment or surfacing, we 
are here to help.  Our goal is to provide our great  

customers with the same high level of quality and integrity that our suppliers have consistently 
maintained in their fabulous products. 

Products 

Playground Equipment 
Coast Recreation is the exclusive representative of  
Landscape Structures, Inc. for  Southern California 
counties of Orange, San Diego, Riverside, San Bernardino 
and Imperial.  We are proud to partner with Landscape 
Structures to offer the widest range of park and play-
ground equipment to promote healthy lifestyles, encour-
age skill-building and create unique outdoor experiences.  

Shade Solutions 
Landscape Structures, Inc. also manufactures shade solutions.  Choose from two types of 
products that provide cool and reliable shade for any play, rest and activity: SkyWays® offer the 
largest break from the sun, and CoolToppers® connect to our PlayBooster® playstructures.  

Site Furniture 
Coast Recreation is thrilled to partner with DuMor Site Furnishings! Beginning in 2015, Coast has 
represented DuMor in Orange, San Diego, San Bernardino, Riverside, and Imperial Counties. 
Whether it is a standard catalog product or a custom design generated by a concept close to home, 
DuMor can provide an option likely to satisfy the needs of any designer or customer with a vision.  

Surface Solutions 

Designing the right space also includes providing the right surface.  We have you covered with Sur-
face America.  With over 25 years of exper ience completing thousands of recreational and ath-
letic projects throughout the United States and millions of square feet of surfacing and flooring for 
facilities at every level of play, competition and training.  

 

Coast Recreation Inc. 
3151 Airway Avenue, Suite A-3 

Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
www.coastrecreation.com 

Phone: 714-619-0100 
Fax: 714-619-0106 

http://www.coastrecreation.com


gamma sponsors Gamma Sponsors 
   Sponsor Highlight - Great Western Recreation 



The Gamma Board thanks our 2019-2020 Corporate Sponsors 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The benefits provided by Gamma’s sponsors are endless! Gamma Sponsors 
provide valuable funds which make it possible to provide quality programs, 
scholarships, and more, all while providing valuable resources for Gamma 

members and their agencies. Several of our sponsors are also active Gamma 
members. We encourage you to use the Sponsors section of Gamma’s website 
as a resource; each of our sponsors would be happy to answer any questions 

you may have about upcoming projects or purchases for your agency.   

gamma sponsors Gamma Sponsors 

If you are interested in being a 2019-2020 Gamma Sponsor,  
please contact Shayna Gutierrez at sgutierrez@cypressca.org 

Coast Recreation Inc. 
Dave Bang Associates, Inc. 
Great Western Recreation 
Miracle Playground Sales 

Musco Lighting 
Perfect Mind 
Richard Fisher Associates 
RJM Design Group 


